7-t                   SAILOR     ON     HORSEBACK

His recitation was always in a low voice, soft, almost
inaudible, his answers as curt as possible. When finished
he would sit down quickly and abruptly, as though ex-
hausted.

The boys and girls around him were fourteen and fifteen
years old; most of them came from protected homes, had
never been farther away than San Francisco. To Jack they
seemed babies. He had the feeling too that although
education was the gateway to a better life, the lessons he
had to go through in French, Roman history, and algebra
were childish. He made no attempt to conceal from his
classmates that he was bored, that he considered the work
trivial, that he was interested in the world of maturity into
which they had not yet been initiated.

He wanted to be one with his class, yet couldn't. He
would stand by and listen eagerly to the general con-
versation, but if spoken to by one of the boys or girls would
show irritability and leave abruptly. Once again was
manifested the fundamental contradiction in his nature
first noticed by Ina Coolbrith: his supreme self-confidence
existing side by side with his strangulated shyness and
sense of inferiority. To the students he seemed resentful
about something, as a result of which he was often gruff
when they wanted him to join their activities. They were
sorely pressed to understand him. One of his classmates,
Georgia Loring Barnford, reports that at times his face
beamed and showed the character of a beautiful child, at
other times he looked like a waterfront loafer and seemed
proud of it. He kept his cap stuffed in his coat pocket and
when school was over pulled it out, stuck it on his head,
and dashed out of the building swinging his arms sailor
fashion.

He would have had little time for social life even if
Oakland High had accepted him. John London had found
employment as a special depot guard during the railroad
strike, but Jack still had to support himself. On Saturdays
and Sundays he solicited odd jobs, mowed lawns, beat
carpets, ran errands. From her modest income Eliza bought